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It can be tough to catch a farmer sit-
ting down at this time of year. There is 
never enough time at harvest-time.

So, Grasslands News was fortunate 
to have the opportunity to chat with 
Quick Dick McDick (aka Dickson Delo-
rme) while the Tuffnell area farmer and 
YouTube personality was busy swath-
ing canola.

As many of those who watch Quick 
Dick McDick on YouTube might assume 
- Dickson grew up on a farm. 

“My dad was Federal Community 
Pasture Manager for over 30 years. I 
was born in Maple Creek while he was 
working on a Community Pasture down 
there. But we moved up to the Tuffnell 
area and he started managing the Com-
munity Pasture north of town when I 
was still pretty young. That’s why most 
of my memories growing up are from 
here,” said Delorme. “Managing a Com-
munity Pasture meant Dad was looking 
after about 2,000 head of cattle. So, I 
grew up roping and riding and living 
the best life on the planet.”

As much as he loved life on the farm 
however, Dickson did what many “farm 
kids” do – and left to build a life else-
where.

“When I graduated, I went to Alberta 
and worked in the oil and gas indus-
try for 19 years (three years in Brooks 
and 16 years in Grand Prairie). I was 
still involved with the farm a bit. I sent 
money home whenever it was needed. 
But I was busy in Alberta – making 
great money and having a good time. 
So, when I was working in Alberta – it 
was my dad who looked after the farm,” 
he said.

Dickson notes that working for the 
oil and gas industry did give him the op-
portunity to travel throughout Canada 
(something he is happy to have done).

“The best part of the job was that I 
got paid to see a lot of Northern Canada 
through the windshield of a truck. I’ve 
actually seen every part of our glorious 
country – except Nunavut,” he said.

Eventually however, Dickson decided 
that it was time for a change. While 

preparing to leave for a job that would 
take him even further away from home 
– he decided to come back and spend 
some time on the farm. It was during 
that visit that Dickson discovered  - the 
place he had grown up - was also the 
place he most wanted to be.

“I decided to leave my career in the 
oil and gas industry for a few reasons. I 
felt that I needed a change. I was plan-
ning to go to Australia and take on a 

job down there. But I had to wait about 
two months for my Work Visa and some 
other paperwork to go through. So, 
I decided to come home for a while,” 
he said. “I happened to run into an old 
friend of mine named Mark Rogers. He 
asked why I was back in Tuffnell. So, 
I told him. Then he asked me what I 
was doing the next morning. I told him 
I wasn’t doing anything. He asked if I’d 
come over and help move some cows. 
So…I did.

“That night I phoned the place in 
Australia where I was supposed to go 
and told them that I wasn’t going to be 
there. It took me one whole day of mov-
ing cows to realize that this was where I 
wanted to be and what I wanted to do. I 
actually couldn’t believe I’d ever left in 
the first place.”

Not long after that – ‘Quick Dick Mc-
Dick’ sauntered into Dickson’s life. At 
first, he had no idea that the character 

would become his alter ego and lead 
him into the ‘world’ of YouTube.

“After I left the oil and gas indus-
try, I cut a lot of my contacts. I wanted 
to take some time off of social media 
for a while. I ended up with just two 
of my brothers and a couple of buddies 
on Snapchat (which was just fine with 
me). I decided that I would name my 
Snapchat channel ‘Quick Dick McDick’. 
I figured nobody would find me like that 
– so my phone wouldn’t be going off all 

the time. Then one afternoon, I was out 
helping my dad cut firewood. I started 
playing around and made a ‘commer-
cial’ for my dad’s ‘firewood business’ 
(which he doesn’t have) and put it on 
Snapchat. My brother saw it. He told me 
that it was the funniest thing he’d seen 
in a long time and encouraged me to 
do more. So, I put a few more 60-second 
‘commercials’ up on Snapchat.

“Before I knew it, there were a lot of 
people watching. It started getting frus-
trating because people were contacting 
me looking for old episodes (Snapchat 
removes posts after a certain amount 
of time). My phone was going off more 
than it did before! So, I decided to put 
my Quick Dick McDick stuff up on You-
Tube. That way, people could watch it 
to their heart’s content. At that point…
well…it just took off,” he said.

The fully charged sarcastic wit and 
‘just kidding’ tone that has become a 
Quick Dick McDick trademark can be 
found in videos focused on topics re-
lated to farming (The Code of the Cow), 
rural life (Small Town Rumor Mill Parts 
1, 2 & 3,) or the political controversies 
that have ‘coffee row’ talking (A Green 
Economy). For Dickson, humor is a way 
to connect with his audience.

“I decided to do it that way, because 
I’ve seen other farm videos that are 
great in that they’re full of information. 
But they aren’t always that much fun 
to watch. I wanted to put stuff out there 
that people would find interesting – that 
they could watch and learn from and 
laugh at,” said Dickson. “Even when it’s 
something I disagree with – I try to ap-
proach it with humor. I find it easier to 
talk about these things that way. And I 
think people find that easier to listen to 
as well. It’s pretty hard to get through 
a video that’s just someone yelling a lot 
of information at you. That just turns 
people off. You have to find a way to 
relate to your audience. And I think 
comedy works well – even when you’re 
talking about something that isn’t all 
that funny.”

Along with humor however, Dickson 
says that he works hard to ensure that 
the information he puts into his videos 
is accurate.

- SEE QUICK DICK MCDICK, 19

Living the Best Life on Earth
Quick Dick McDick (aka Dickson Delorme) talks about his passion for all 
things agriculture and how he hopes to use his platform on YouTube to edu-
cate others about farming and encourage them to speak out about issues that 
are important to them.
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Transporting Grain Storage Bin
The T-Bin is a telescoping 10,000-bushel bin that can be lowered into a trans-
port position that makes it easy to move and then set up wherever a producer 
might require secure grain storage.
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Pat Beaujot has never been one to 
pass up on a good idea.

The former CEO of Seedhawk (now 
Vaderstad North America) had been 
enjoying retirement. But when an old 
friend contacted him to discuss the pos-
sibility of creating a new grain storage 
alternative for farmers, Beaujot says 
that the concept of the T-Bin began to 
take shape.

“A good friend of mine named Dave 
Kosior contacted me about three years 
ago. Dave operates a smaller farm in the 
Filmore area. As a sideline, Dave was 
also using his ‘tip-trailer’ to move grain 
bins for farmers in that area,” said 
Beaujot. “We talked about the fact that 
a 5,000 bushel grain bin was the largest 
that he was able to move (which is small 
given the grain storage needs that mod-
ern producers have). Dave also talked 
about the fact that since the bins he was 
moving were taller than 17 feet – per-
mits from SaskTel and SaskPower were 
required to move them. These agencies 
also determined the route that had to be 
followed when the bins were moved, and 
it was sometimes necessary to lift lines 
if there was no way to avoid them. This 
created a lot of extra effort and expense 
for the farmer.”

“We felt that if a telescoping bin could 
be built which could be easily lowered 
for transport and then raised to provide 
grain storage where needed – that would 
eliminate these issues,” added Beaujot. 
“From there, we came up with the idea 
for the T-Bin – which is a 10,000-bushel 
Telescoping Bin that can be lowered 
to a height of 17 feet and width of 27 
feet for transport. That’s about the size 
of any large air seeder. So, no permits 

or predetermined routes are needed to 
transport it.”

Beaujot immediately saw that the 
T-Bin would offer several advantages 
over the grain bags that many produc-
ers currently use.

“The concept intrigued me” Beaujot 
says. “I could see how something like 
this would offer farmers an option that 
might better meet their grain storage 
needs than the alternatives they cur-
rently have available – particularly 
during the harvest surge. Many produc-
ers own or rent land that is a signifi-
cant distance away from where they are 
based. During harvest, they just aren’t 
able to haul the grain home to store in 
the bin fast enough. 

“Right now, farmers are using Grain 
Bags during harvest to provide off-farm 
grain storage. But there are risks as-
sociated with them. They also have to 
be cleaned up before the snow comes – 
which means that you have to either sell 
your grain earlier than you might want 
to – or move it twice,” said Beaujot. 
“With the T-Bin, I felt that we could offer 
farmers a secure grain storage alterna-
tive that would give them more control 
over when they sold their grain.”

Beaujot explains that building the 
T-Bin presented some interesting chal-
lenges.

“When we started thinking about 
how to build the T-Bin, the first thing 
we realized is that farmers would want 
it to be a Hopper Bottom bin. That 
would mean that the base of the bin 
would be narrower that the upper por-
tion – which is a challenge if you want 
to build a telescoping bin that can be 
lowered and raised – but would still 
seal to provide secure grain storage,” 
he explained. “We developed an idea 
of putting a series of support arms on 
the hopper portion of the bin and inter-

locking steel rings on the upper portion. 
This allows the bin to be raised and low-
ered while still sealing to give secure 
grain storage.

“The T-Bin also has 16 I-beams which 
hold it up. Every second I-beam has a 
hydraulic motor and chain mechanism 
attached to it that raises and lowers the 
bin. So, 2 people are able to prepare the 
T-Bin for transport or set it up for use 
in about a half hour. We have not seen 
anything like this anywhere else. So, 

we have actually applied for a patent on 
this technology,” he said.

Once the design was laid out, Beau-
jot says that a prototype was done that 
could demonstrate the advantages of the 
T-Bin to farmers.

“We had a 5,000-bushel prototype built 
that we could test. The bin was set up 
near Dave’s farm and filled with heavy 
Durham to test the seal. That test was 
successful. A company in Brandon was 

- SEE T-BIN, 12

T-Bin offers new alternatives
for grain storage for farmers
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Thank You
Farmers!
For working selfl essly in order to 
serve us with all the very food that 
is necessary for our very survival.
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hired to build a second 10,000-bushel pro-
totype – which was transported to Re-
gina without any difficulty and set up 
for Canada’s Farm Show in June. It was 
then taken to Saskatoon and set up for 
the Ag-In-Motion Show in July,” he ex-
plained.

Beaujot says that farmers who saw 
the T-Bin at these Trade Shows were 
quick to see the benefits of it.

“Farmers very quickly understood 
how the T-Bin could be a better alter-
native for grain storage. A 10,000-bushel 
bin is better suited to most producer’s 
needs. At the same time, a 10,000-bushel 
T-Bin can be transported using a tractor 
or a semi – the type of equipment that 
farmers already have. Farmers could 
easily transport one or two T-Bins to the 
field to provide storage there. Or they 
could move several into a yard site that 
they might have that was electrified – 
and set up a ‘T-Bin yard’ with aeration 
where grain could easily be dried and 
stored for a longer period of time,” said 
Beaujot. “If their crop rotation meant 
that this ‘T-Bin yard’ provided more 
storage than was needed at that location 
the following year (because a lower-vol-
ume crop was being grown there) – the 

T-Bins could be transported to another 
site closer to a high-volume crop. That 
would give farmers more control over 
their storage volumes. 

“Farmers who are close to retirement 
also noted that this would give them a 
good grain storage option that would 
hold its value – and be easier to sell. 
The farmers that saw the T-Bin at these 
Trade Shows were excited about it. If I 
had been able to sell them at those shows 
– I could have easily had 10 or more or-
ders for T-Bins per show,” he added.

Beaujot says that further testing on 
the T-Bin will be done this fall and his 
hopes are that farmers will be able to 
purchase T-Bins by the time next year’s 
harvest is ready.

“A third partner – Trevor Phenix – 
has come on board with this project. 
Trevor is an engineer whose experience 
is in the oil and gas industry. But he 
is interested in this idea and is lending 
his expertise to it. We plan to test our 
prototype this fall at Dave’s farm. And 
we are looking for a Saskatchewan com-
pany that can manufacture the T-Bin for 
us in this province. If all goes as planned 
– we’d like to start taking orders for 
T-Bins for next fall,” said Beaujot.

T-Bin offers new storage options for farmers
- continued from page 11
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(NC) - The Canadian 
food industry fuels and 
feeds millions of people 
every day. But farmers 
battle many risks when 
it comes to keeping this 
food supply safe and 
their businesses success-
ful. These risks include 
factors like drought, fuel 
costs, changing demand, 

and animal diseases.
For local pig farmers, 

one risk they manage 
is animal disease, such 
as African swine fever. 
Though this pig disease 
has never been found 
in Canada, can’t spread 
to humans, and is not a 
food safety risk, it’s still 
contagious and deadly 
for the pigs and could 
devastate an unprepared 
farm.

So how are pig farm-

ers preparing? While 
every farmer has their 
own tried-and-true way 
of doing things on their 
farm, practicing good bi-
osecurity is crucial to re-
duce risks from disease 
and contaminants like 
this one.

Here are some of the 
ways farmers are manag-
ing the risk:

Visitors - Ensure that 
any visitors or workers 
have clean shoes, cloth-

From farm to fork - how 
farmers are managing risk

ing or equipment before 
entering a farm, as these 
items can spread diseases 
if contaminated. If visi-
tors or workers are going 
to a country where ASF 
is present, they should 
declare it at the border 
and stay away from any 
farm for 14 days after 
they return.

Feed - The virus can 
be transmitted through 
contaminated feed or 
feed ingredients. So feed 
must be stored securely 

and purchased from rep-
utable suppliers. ASF 
also lasts for months in 
pork products, whether 
they’re fresh, frozen 
or cured. So pigs can’t 
be fed food containing 
meat—it’s actually ille-
gal.

Contact - It’s also 
important to protect do-
mestic (or captive) pigs 
from contact with wild 
pigs, as the wild animals 
could spread the disease 
if they catch it elsewhere 

– especially since they 
have wide-ranging habi-
tats and may eat contam-
inated garbage or scraps. 
Strong enclosures and 
secure feed help prevent 
contact.

Overall, it’s import-
ant to follow national 
and regional regulations 
and recommendations on 
farm biosecurity to limit 
the threat of this animal 
disease. Find more in-
formation at Inspection.
gc.ca/protect-pigs.

Farm food safety
Canadian farmers battle many risks to supply the world with food, including 
animal diseases such as African swine flu in pigs. To prevent this, numerous 
precautions are taken on the farm to prevent devastating the industry.
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